Group Online Activity Assignment

Assumptions:


· Students had prior classes held in MOO environments.

· Students have beginner to intermediate MOO skills.

· Assignment has no individual grade, it is part of a series
of e-journals and students know the overall percentage for this
component.

The European Union 
Introduction

Although summer is a few months away, I know some of you are already planning your summer vacation and/or study abroad experience. If your destination is anywhere in the European Union (except Denmark, UK and Sweden), do you know that you no longer need to worry about various currency exchanges? All you need to carry is the EURO – the currency for the European Union.

The EURO was launched on January 1, 1999. Twelve out of fifteen member states adopted it as their official currency. The countries that adopted Euro are Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Portugal and Spain. Although the EURO was launched in 1999, the coins and notes entered into circulation among member states on January 1, 2002. This was a big moment for people in these countries as many of their currencies have a long history and there are lots of sentiments attached to them. In our next class (March 24, 2002, 4.30pm), we will meet in Tappedin (www.tappedin.org, INTL 300 room) to explore the implications of this new currency. We will also meet two European students, Franco (Italian) and Mathias (German) who will log in from their home country and share with us their views about the EURO and how it is affecting their lives now. 

Learning goals for this activity:

· To recognize the cultural diversity of Europe and to discuss the impact of having a common currency in a diverse community.

· To use the MOO space as a learning environment to share and discuss ideas through real-time online communication.

Participation:

You are expected to attend the MOO class as in your face-to-face class. Attendance and participation in discussion will contribute towards your overall participation grade (10%). As in your regular face-to-face class, please do not be late for the MOO class. 

To benefit from this discussion, please prepare by reviewing your previous class notes on the European Union and start to think about the following:

· What are some of the problems Europeans in the EU encounter in the transition of changing to the EURO? 

· Do you think there is danger for member Europeans to lose their respective identities as the EU tries to introduce common standards such as the EURO?

· Will the EURO help to bond or create dissent among Europeans?

· In America, the Federal Reserve regulates the circulation of the US dollar, what would be the equivalent for the EURO?

Please note that the discussion is not limited to the above questions, think of some other questions you may want to ask our guests or each other.

Assignment:

After our online MOO class, submit this week’s e-journal on your reflection and learning from this session. Due 12 noon the day before our next class. 

As in previous MOO classes, a copy of this session will be emailed to you for record and reflection.  It will be helpful to quote from the transcript if you plan to comment on class interactions.

Login:

Use the same login name and password as your previous visits to Tappedin.

If you have lost or forgotten your login and/or password, send me an email 
at least two days before this MOO class. If you need a refresher on MOO commands and the environment, go to:

http://www.tappedin.sri.com/info/basic.html

http://www.tappedin.sri.com/info/docs/TAPestry3.pdf
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